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Creating Folded and Rolled Corners  

in Photoshop Elements 5.0 
(Part B – Rolled  Corners) 

 
 

1. If you would like to roll your corner rather than fold it, the next step will be to add some highlights and 
shadows to give the appearance of parts of the paper extruding from the rest. 

a. Begin by selecting the Dodge tool from the Sponge tool group on your toolbar.  The area under 
the main menu will change to show the Dodge tool options.  From the drop-down menu, select a 
large soft brush (I have used the Soft Round 100 pixels.)  The size of the brush you select will 
depend on the size of the corner you are rolling, your brush should be approximately 1/3 the 
width of your corner from long edge to tip. Select Range: Midtones and set the Exposure to 
around 50%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Ensure your corner layer is selected in the Layers palette.  
On your corner, stroke from one edge to the other roughly in 
the middle, parallel to the folded edge.  You will notice the 
area you stroke get slightly lighter, giving the impression that 
it is lifting off the page.  Continue stroking until you are 
pleased with the effect, being careful not to lighten the paper 
to the point that the color and pattern are erased.  

c. Next, select the Burn tool from the Sponge tool group on 
your tool bar.  The same options will appear as for the 
Dodge tool.  Select the same brush as you used in step a.  
Select Range: Shadows and set Exposure to around 50% again.   

d. Ensure your corner layer is selected.  Stroke along the folded edge 
of your corner piece, and along the actual corner.  You will notice the 
area you stroke get slightly darker, giving the impression that it is 
rolling under and away from you.  Continue stroking until you are 
pleased with the effect.  
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2. Your rolled corner is almost complete!  All that remains is adding a drop shadow to increase the realism.  
For this shadow, we will be using a slightly different technique than we did to add a drop shadow to the 
folded corner. 

a. Hold down the CTRL key and click on the layer icon for your corner layer on the Layers palette.  
Marching ants will appear around the corner in your document. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Click Select > Feather and the feathering dialogue box will appear.  Enter a feather radius of 
about 10 pixels (you may want to experiment with this to get the effect you want).  This will soften 
the edges of the shadow you are going to create. 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Select a foreground color that is a dark shade of your paper color.  Next, select the Paint Bucket 
tool from your Toolbar. 

 

d. Ensure your bottom paper layer is selected in the Layers palette. Next click on the New Layer 
icon on the Layers palette to create a new layer in between the paper and corner layers; this is 
the layer you will create the drop shadow on.   

e. With your corner piece still selected (showing the marching ants), and your new shadow layer 
active, click once inside the selected area.  A slight drop shadow will appear, as shown below. 
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f.  Because the selection that was filled by the Paint bucket was feathered, you will also notice a 
shadow above the fold of the paper, which needs to be deleted. To do that, ensure the paper 
layer on your Layers palette is selected.  Select the Magic Wand tool from your toolbar.  Click 
once on the empty corner of your paper (where you originally deleted the corner piece).  
Marching ants will appear around the empty corner.  Ensure the shadow layer is selected on your 
Layers palette, then press the Delete key on your keyboard.    

 

g. The final step is to distort the shadow slightly to increase the illusion of 
dimension on the rolled corner.  Select the Smudge tool, and on the 
toolbar that appears at the top of your workspace, choose a large soft 
round brush.  The brush size should be a little less than the width of your 
corner edges.  For my corner, I’ve chosen a brush size of 251.  Again, this 
is something you may need to experiment with a little to get the effect you 
want. 

 

 

h. Ensure the shadow layer is selected on your Layers palette. 
Position your mouse / brush so that it is half overlapping one 
edge of your corner, as shown to the right.  Click and drag 
slightly, and you will notice the shadow begin to emerge 
from underneath the corner piece.  The further you drag the 
shadow, the further your corner will appear to be from the 
rest of the page.  This may take a little practice to get the 
exact effect you want. Once you are happy with the shadow 
on one side, do the same on the other.  Your finished 
shadow should look similar to mine, shown below.  You will 
notice I have not extended the shadow right at the corner of 
my folded piece, as I want it to appear as though the corner has rolled right back and is touching 
the paper.  Yours may be different, depending on the look you are going for. 
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3. That finishes up the tutorial! In the example below, I show a contrasting paper peeking out from 
underneath the rolled corner.  I also tucked a photo just underneath the roll and added a few 
embellishments to finish it off. 

 

 

 

a.  

b.  

c.  

 

 


